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A Century of Planetarium,

its Social Background and Astronomical Education
Ken-ichi Kato (Seigakukan Laboratory)

Abstract

In this talk, we show that the fluctuations in the number of new-born planetarium over the past 100
years are related to major economic changes in our country. In 1923, the first modern planetarium was
unveiled in the well-known optical manufacturer Carl-Zeiss, Jena, Germany. Fifteen years later,
improved Type Il projectors were imported to Japan and appeared in Osaka and Tokyo, where start-up
companies such as electric power supplier and mass media installed them for advertising and image
quality improvement.  After the long Second World War, especially in the 20 years from 1970 to 1990,
the number of planetariums increased to about 300, which purpose was to contribute to science
education and emotional education for the younger generation. Since 1995, however, the appearance
of new planetariums has been limited, reflecting the economic decline of our country. We emphasize
that planetariums are, by their very nature, susceptible to social trends.
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